CLAIM LISTING 



1 . (currently amended) A digital image selection method, comprising: 

obtaining a first digital image of a first side of a physical object , the physical 
object being a first of an ordered set of physical obiects : 

obta i n i ng a oocond d i g i ta l i mago of a socond s i do of tho phyG i cQ l object; 

examining the first digital image to determine if it is substantially blank; 

if the first digital image is not substantially blank, obtaining a first set of digital 
images, each digital image of the first set being a digital image of a first side of a 
physical object of the ordered set of physical objects and, sending the first set of digital 
images for processing; and 

if the first digital image is substantially blank, obtaining a second set of digital 
images, each digital image of the second set being a digital image of a second side of a 
physical object of the ordered set of physical obiects. and sending the second set of 
digital images for processing. 



substant i a ll y b l ank; and 

s e nd i ng th e f i rst d i g i ta l i mag e for proc e ss i ng i f the f i rst d i g i ta l i mag e i s not 
substant i a ll y b l ank . 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of examining is 
performed before the step of obtaining the second set of digital images and the step of 
obtaining the second set of digital images is performed only if the first digital image is 
substantially blank. 

5. (original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising discarding the first digital 
image if it is substantially blank. 




id d i g i ta l i mag e for proc e ss i ng i f th e f i rst d i g i ta l i mag e i s 
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6. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the steps of obtaining the 
first and second sets of digital images comprise: 

scanning the first side of each the physical object in the ordered set to generate 
the first set of digital images; and 

scanning the second side of each the physical object in the ordered set to 
generate the second set of digital images. 

7. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein: 

sending the second set of digital images for processing comprises sending the 
second set of digital images to be printed if the first digital image is substantially blank; 
and 

sending the first set of digital images for processing comprises sending the first 
set of digital images to be printed if the first digital image is not substantially blank. 

8. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein: 

sending the second set of digital images for processing comprises sending the 
second set of digital images to be incorporated in a facsimile transmission if the first 
digital image is substantially blank; and 

sending the first set of digital images for processing comprises sending the first 
set of digital images to be incorporated in a facsimile transmission if the first digital 
image is not substantially blank. 

9. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein: 

sending the second set of digital images for processing comprises sending the 
second set of digital images to be incorporated in an electronic mail message if the first 
digital image is substantially blank; and 

sending the first set of digital images for processing comprises sending the first 
set of digital images to be incorporated in an electronic mail message if the first digital 
image is not substantially blank. 
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10. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein: 

sending the set of digital images image for processing comprises sending the 
second set of digital images to be archived if the first digital image is substantially blank; 

and 

sending the first set of digital images for processing comprises sending the first 
set of digital images to be archived if the first digital image is not substantially blank. 

1 1 . (cancelled) 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (original) A computer readable medium having instructions for: 
obtaining a first digital image of a first side of a physical object , the physical 

obiect being a first of an ordered set of physical objects : 

obta i n i ng a s e cond digital imag e of a s e cond s i de of th e phys i ca l obj e ct; 

examining the first digital image to determine if it is substantially blank; 

if the first digital image is not substantially blank, obtaining a first set of digital 
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images, each digital image of the first set being a digital image of a first side of a 

physical object of the ordered set of physical objects and, sending the first set of digital 

images for processing: and 

if the first digital image is substantially blank, obtaining a second set of digital 

images, each digital image of the second set being a digital image of a second side of a 

physical object of the ordered set of physical obiects. and sending the second set of 

digital images for processing- 
send i ng the second d i g i ta l i mag e for proc e ss i ng i f th e f i rst d i g i ta l i mag e i s 

substantial l y b l ank; and 

send i ng the f i rst d i g i ta l i mag e for proc e ss i ng i f th e f i rst d i g i ta l i mag e i s not 

substant i a ll y b l ank . 

21 . (cancelled) 

22. (cancelled) 

23. (currently amended) The medium of Claim 20, wherein the instructions 
obtaining the second set of digital images include instructions for obtaining the second 
set of digital images only if the first digital image is substantially blank. 

24. (original) The medium of Claim 20, haying further instructions for discarding 
the first digital image if it is substantially blank. 

25. (currently amended) The medium of Claim 20, wherein the instructions for 
obtaining the first and second sets of digital images include instructions for: 

scanning the first side of each the physical object in the ordered set to generate 
the first set of digital images; and 

scanning the second side of each the physical object in the ordered set to 
generate the second set of digital images. 

26. (currently amended) The medium of Claim 20, wherein the instructions for: 
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sending the second set of digital images for processing include instructions for 
sending the second set of digital images to be printed if the first digital image is 
substantially blank; and 

sending the first set of digital images for processing include instructions for 
sending the first set of digital images to be printed if the first digital image is not 
substantially blank. 

27. (currently amended) The medium of Claim 20, wherein the instructions for: 
sending the second set of digital images for processing include instructions for 

sending the second set of digital images to be incorporated in a facsimile transmission if 
the first digital image is substantially blank; and 

sending the first set of digital images for processing include instructions for 
sending the first set of digital images to be incorporated in a facsimile transmission if the 
first digital image is not substantially blank. 

28. (currently amended) The medium of Claim 20, wherein the instructions for: 
sending the second set of digital images for processing include instructions for 

sending the second set of digital images to be incorporated in an electronic mail 
message if the first digital image is substantially blank; and 

sending the first set of digital images for processing include instructions for 
sending the first set of digital images to be incorporated in an electronic mail message if 
the first digital image is not substantially blank. 

29. (currently amended) The medium of Claim 20, wherein the instructions for: 
sending the second set of digital images for processing include instructions for 

sending the second set of digital images to be archived if the first digital image is 
substantially blank; and 

sending the first set of digital images for processing include instructions for 
sending the first set of digital images to be archived if the first digital image is not 
substantially blank. 
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30. 



(cancelled) 



31 . (cancelled) 

32. (cancelled) 

33. (cancelled) 

34. (cancelled) 

35. (cancelled) 

36. (cancelled) 

37. (cancelled) 

38. (cancelled) 

39. (currently amended) A system for digital image selection, comprising: 
an image manager operable to obtain a first digital image of a first side of a 

physical object and a second digital image of a second side of the physical object; 

a content module operable to examine the first digital image to determine if it is 
substantially blank; and 

wherein the image manager is further operable to send the second digital image 
for processing if the first digital image is substantially blank and to send the first digital 
image for processing if the first digital image is not substantially blank; 

wherein the physical object is a first of an ordered set of physical objects and 
wherein the image manager is further operable to: 

if the first digital image is determined to not be substantially blank, obtain a first 
set of digital images, each digital image of the first set being a digital image of a first 
side of a physical obiect of the ordered set of physical obiects. and send the first set of 
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digital images for processing: and 

if the first digital image is determined to be substantially blanl<. obtain a second 
set of digital images, each digital image of the second set being a digital image of a 
second side of a physical object of the ordered set of physical objects, and send the 
second set of digital images for processing . 

40. (cancelled) 

41 . (cancelled) 

42. (cancelled) 

43. (cancelled) 

44. (cancelled) 

45. (cancelled) 

46. (cancelled) 

47. (cancelled) 

48. (cancelled) 

49. (cancelled) 

50. (original) A system for digital image selection, comprising: 

a means for obtaining a first digital image of a first side of a physical object and a 
second digital image of a second side of the physical object; 

a means for examining the first digital image to determine if it is substantially 
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blank; and 

a m e ans for s e nd i ng th e s e cond d i g i ta l i mag e for proc e ss i ng i f th e f i rst d i g i tal 
i mag e i s substant i a ll y b l ank; and 

a m e ans for s e nd i ng th e f i rst d i gita l i mag e for proc e ss i ng i f th e f i rst d i g i ta l i mag e 
i s not Gubotont i a ll y b l ank. 

a means for, if the first digital image is not substantially blank, obtaining a first set 
of digital images, each digital image of the first set being a digital image of a first side of 
a physical object of the ordered set of physical objects and, sending the first set of 
digital images for processing: and 

a means for, if the first digital image is substantially blank, obtaining a second set 
of digital images, each digital image of the second set being a digital image of a second 
side of a physical object of the ordered set of physical objects, and sending the second 
set of digital images for processing. 
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